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OurTowns

A Penfield man’s kind and generous
spirit will be honored on Saturday, May
11, when Penfield residents young and
old come together to help others during
the fifth annual Terry Rothfuss Memori-
al Good Neighbor Day.

Terry Rothfuss was a well-known
farmer in east Penfield who died in 2014.
He was the kind of man that neighbors
describe as “a friend to all,” who would
drop everything at a moment’s notice to
help someone in need. His passing left a
huge hole in the Penfield community. 

Since 2015, the Penfield Recreation
Department has organized Good Neigh-
bor Day as a way for the town’s residents
to honor their friend and carry on his
giving spirit. 

Volunteers will meet in the morning
at the Rothfuss Farm for refreshments
and to receive assignments before fan-
ning out to homes all over the town,
helping seniors, veterans and the dis-
abled with light yard work and spring
cleanup. 

It’s a fitting tribute to a man who al-
ways put other people’s needs before his
own. 

“My dad was never the kind of man
who asked for money,” said Terry’s
daughter Heidi Rasmussen. “He gave of
his time and his equipment. He was al-
ways a firm believer that what goes
around comes around. At some point
you’re going to need a hand; those peo-
ple would step up to the plate as well.”

“(He) always thought the town of
Penfield was the greatest place in the
whole world,” Heidi added. “That had
everything to do with the people. So
people continuing to come out every
year to be a part of the day is very excit-
ing.”

Penfield residents Joe and Mary Ei-
leen Callan have been a part of Good
Neighbor Day since it began. Joe be-
lieves the benefits run much deeper
than most people realize. 

“I know that elderly people can be-
come overwhelmed by spring cleanup in
their yards,” Joe said. “I don’t consider
myself elderly, but I too am intimidated
by the work that the leaves on the
ground create and the tons of branches
that I need to pick up every year after
our winters. The great value that I see is

that the day allows elderly to stay in
their homes longer. I believe that year in
and year out if they had to face the
cleanup on their own, they might well
decide to move out of their beloved
homes.”

The Terry Rothfuss Good Neighbor
Day has truly become a communitywide
event, regularly drawing anywhere from
60 to 100 adult and youth volunteers ev-
ery year. But even that many hands are
not enough to fill the need. 

Penfield Recreation Special Events
Assistant Sabrina Renner likes to serve
as many as 20 homeowners each year, if
she has enough volunteers. Right now,
she only has enough helpers for 15
homes, and has started a waiting list. 

“There’s certainly more people that
we can help,” Renner said, but “we just
don’t get all the help I’d like to. An influx
of volunteers would be most welcome.” 

Penfield’s Terry Rothfuss Good
Neighbor Day will take place from 8 to 11
a.m. May 11, rain or shine, If you’re able
to help out for even a short time, call Sa-
brina Renner at (585) 340-8651. Volun-
teers of all ages are welcome, and are
asked to meet at the Rothfuss Farm,
1865 Salt Road. All you need to bring are
simple gardening tools like rakes, shov-
els, hand pruners and gardening gloves.
Garbage bags and refreshments will be
provided. 

Visit the Our Towns East Extra Face-
book page for more eastside news, and
email Missy at dandceastextra@gmail
.com with news tips and story ideas.

EAST EXTRA

Volunteers needed for Good Neighbor Day
East Extra

Missy Rosenberry

Guest columnist

Sharon Hodge, Yazmin Fernaays and Molly Rothfuss spread mulch during
Penfield’s Good Neighbor Day a few years ago. M. ROSENBERRY 

Yongjong Choi and her daughter
Youngju Noh were among almost 100
volunteers who participated in
Penfield’s Terry Rothfuss Good
Neighbor Day two years ago. 
PROVIDED PHOTO

Penfield’s annual Terry Rothfuss Memorial Good Neighbor Day is a community
event. These members of the Penfield High School Varsity Lacrosse team came
out to help one year. PROVIDED PHOTO 

Although Dan Maurer and Anthony
Mancini grew up a mile apart in Chili, a
nation 7,000 miles away cemented their
friendship: Nepal.

Maurer and Mancini, both 2005
graduates of Churchville-Chili High
School and 2009 graduates of St. Bona-
venture University, visited the South
Asian nation together for the first time
in 2011. They had studied abroad togeth-
er in Australia as college juniors and
connected over their passions for travel
and business.

“I had to look Nepal up on a map,” re-
called Maurer, when Mancini suggested
a backpacking trip to the nation located
mainly in the Himalayas. “He wanted to
see a different part of the world; some-
place dramatically different.”

The two loved their three-month trip
to Nepal and thought about possibly
starting an eco-tourism or cultural im-
mersion business there, but those ideas
changed April 25, 2015, when a devas-
tating earthquake hit the country killing
about 9,000 people. Maurer and Manci-
ni were not in the country at the time,
but the natural disaster resonated with
them.

“The earthquake shook us awake,”
Maurer said. “We said, ‘Now is the time.
We’re going over to help.’ ”

With $8,000 they raised through
crowd-funding, Maurer returned to Ne-
pal a few months after the quake and
built 50 temporary structures. Those
structures were the beginning of Ele-
vate Nepal, Inc., a Nepalese and Amer-
ican registered nonprofit that Maurer
and Mancini created to help the Nepa-
lese people rebuild from the quake and
develop sustainable communities for

the long term.
“Even today there are still tens of

thousands of people in temporary shel-
ters, roads and schools that need to be
repaired and lots of work that needs to
be done,” Maurer said. “We have pro-
jects for the next 30 years lined up here.”

Since Maurer and Mancini started
Elevate Nepal, they’ve done impressive
work. They’ve built six permanent
homes in the village of Kholegaon, re-
built and improved the sanitation for

Patelshor Primary School and are cur-
rently building a 9,000-square-foot
school for 700 children to replace the
heavily damaged Sarsyu Primary
School. They’re also planning a medical
camp that will bring American doctors
to Nepal.

The business partners live and work
in Arizona (Maurer in the renewable en-
ergy industry and Mancini as a hiking
guide in the Grand Canyon), but have an
office, apartment and in-country coor-

dinator in Nepal (Resham Lama Bal).
They travel to Nepal several times a
year, but work on the nonprofit’s pro-
jects year round.

“The people of Nepal are what kept
me going back and keep me coming
back,” Maurer said. “They’re unbeliev-
ably welcoming, kind, humble and hos-
pitable.”

Elevate Nepal, whose funding comes
through donations, grants and selling
products, has also recently begun im-
porting Nepali coffee to fund projects
and create opportunities in remote vil-
lages.

The coffee is roasted in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, by Rochester native Damian Sera-
fine of Serafina Coffee Roasters, and
available on the Elevate Nepal website.
One hundred percent of the coffee pro-
ceeds are returned to Nepal for humani-
tarian efforts.

To learn more about Elevate Nepal,
go to elevatenepalinc.org.

Pick of the Week

Lovin’ Education — a benefit concert
that will provide support to Rochester
City School District music students
through the Rochester Education Foun-
dation — will take place from 6 to 8:30
p.m. Sunday, April 28, at Lovin’ Cup Bis-
tro and Brews, 300 Park Point Drive,
Henrietta. The Melody Masters Big
Band, directed by Marcia Bornhurst
Parkes, and friends will perform. Tax-
deductible donations will be accepted at
the door via cash or check ($10 for adults
is suggested). Gently used wind, brass,
percussion and string instruments may
be donated at the event. For more infor-
mation, go to rochestereducation.org.

Contact Caurie at caurie@urgrad
.rochester.edu with news from west-side
towns. She’s on Twitter at @Caurie
Putnam and on Facebook at facebook
.com/BrockportBlog/.
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Churchville-Chili grads elevate their passion for Nepal
West Extra

Caurie Putnam

Guest columnist

Shown in Nepal are the leaders of Elevate Nepal. From left, co-founder and Chili
native Dan Maurer; in-country coordinator Resham Lama Bal of Nepal and
co-founder and Chili native Anthony Mancini. PROVIDED 


